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We gather this morning from all 
parts of this great city, connected by 
a common love for Jesus Christ and 
a contagious joy that we have 
discovered in Him. 
 
Ours is historic faith.  For 149 
years, this congregation has added 
our songs and service to those who 
for 2000 years have called Jesus 
Christ, Lord. 
 
We are experiencing new life.  In 
recent days, God has revived our 
congregation and given us fresh vision 
and new enthusiasm.  We welcome 
you to join us as God leads you to 
become part of this growing family. 
 
The card below is intended for use 
by our guests.  We want to know 
you. 
 
Thanks for coming today. 
 
Don Guthrie, Pastor 

 
 
 
Welcome to First Baptist Church.  We are glad you chose to worship with us today.  To help 
minister to you, please fill out this form and place it in the offering plate. 
Today’s date 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms) 
  

   Single     Married Birthday/Year   Age 

Address        Apt No. 

City/State       Zip 
 

Phone:  (H) (W)  E-mail 

 

Please check grades or ages of children living at home. 
Preschool:  under 2  2 yrs.  3 yrs.  4 yrs.  5 yrs. 

Children:  1st grade  2nd grade  3rd grade 

  4th grade  5th grade  6th grade 

Students:  7th grade  8th grade  9th grade  10th grade 

  11th grade  12th grade  College (19-24 yrs.) 

 I am visiting from out-of-town 

 I am seeking a church home 

 I would like to become a member of First Baptist Church.  Please contact me. 

 I would welcome further contact via   e-mail  phone  personal visit 

 

 

 
“Rules for the Race” 

November 15, 2009       11:00 AM 

“The need of this moment is the same as it was in the 1st century –  
men on fire for Christ.”   

-- James Stewart 
 

“He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”   
(Matthew 3:11) 

 

 
 
SOMETHING DIFFERENT!  This weekend brought thousands of visitors to 
our city with the Rock-N-Roll Marathon.  Thank you for your flexibility and 
loving heart that sponsored a Saturday night worship service.  Welcome who all 
who worship this morning.  What a great opportunity!  What a great God! 
 
“TIME FOR TEACHING – MIRACLES”.  Do you believe in miracles?  Do you 
pray for miracles?  What part do miracles play in God’s purpose?  Very helpful 
discussion tonight, 6 PM. Fellowship and Q and A to follow.  Invite a friend. 
 
WOLFSON HOUSE CHRISTMAS ARTS AND CRAFTS SHOW.  Monday – 
Saturday, November 16 -21.  10 AM to 5 PM (Monday – Friday), 10 AM to 3 PM 
(Saturday).  The sights, sounds, and tastes of Christmas…do some Christmas 
shopping!  Annual event.  Free admission!  Free refreshments!  Free parking! 
 
CHRISTMAS AT FIRST.  First Baptist Church’s annual gift to the city.  
Beautiful choir and symphony orchestra presentation.  December 13, 5:30 and 
7:15 PM.  Tickets are available today!   Tables located in Unity and Great Halls.  
Limit 10 tickets per person.  Give this gift away!  A love offering will be taken in 
November and December so that this presentation can continue to be free to all 
who attend. 
 
FBC HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: 

November 22 Thanksgiving Service (9:30/11 AM) 
November 29 Hanging of the Green (6 PM) 
December 5 Children/Preschool Christmas Party (10 AM) 
December 6 Children’s Choir Christmas Concert (6 PM) 
December 13 “Christmas at First” (Choir/Orchestra) (5:30/7:15PM) 
December 18 Youth Christmas Party 
December 19 Christmas Care/Angel Tree Distribution 
December 20 Carols and Candlelight (6 PM) 
December 24 Memorial Service (5 PM) 

 Candlelight Lord’s Supper (5:30 PM) 
 

READING GOD’S WORD TOGETHER.  This week, in preparation for next 
Sunday, please read and reflect on 1 Thessalonians 4:13 – 5:11. 
 
REMINDER FROM FBC SECURITY TEAM…Please DO NOT leave 
valuables visible in your car during worship.  Thank you for your help. 
 
DEACONS.  Please remember this Saturday, November 21, 8:30 AM. Election of 
officers for 2010.  Important steps forward.  We need you! 
 

“The first thing in all progress is to leave something behind.” 
--George McDonald 

515 McCullough Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78215 

(210) 226-0363 



Message in Song “Higher Ground 
 and Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated” Oatman/Havergal 

Rozlyn Wurtz 
 

The Sermon “Rules for the Race” Don Guthrie 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

 
Hymn of Decision 54 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” FAITHFULNESS 

  
Offertory “I Have Felt the Hand of God” Courtney 

The Sanctuary Choir 
 

I have felt the hand of God in your hand. 
Holding me, you gave me strength to stand. 
When I was all alone, you came and met my need. 
And when I lost my way, your hand was there to lead. 
Through your touch, God’s hand reached out to me. 
I have felt the hand of God in your hand. 
 

I have heard the voice of God in your voice, 
Singing praise, you taught me to rejoice. 
Your voice of comfort caused my grief to end. 
And when my faith was gone, you called me home again, 
When you spoke, God’s voice called out to me. 
I have heard the voice of God in your voice. 
 

I have seen the face of God in your face. 
Giving all, you shared with me God’s grace. 
And you were faithful to guide me as I grew. 
I saw your love for God and I saw God in you. 
When you smiled, God’s love surrounded me. 
I have seen the face of God, heard the voice of God, 
Felt the hand of God through you. 

 
Stewardship Testimony   David Walker 
 
Presentation of Decisions  Richard Grant 
  
Going Out Together “It Is Well with My Soul” VILLE DU HAVRE 
  

And, Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend,  
“Even so,” it is well with my soul. 
It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

Postlude “Nun Danket” Karg-Elert PR 1 
__________________________________ 

 
 

Seth Nelson  Laurie Wilson 
Organist  Pianist 

 
 
 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Jo Huff 

by Dr. Robert Huff and family. 
 
 

Morning Worship telecast live on KSAT-TV 
“Touching lives through television for over thirty years.” 

 

   Song lyrics are reprinted by permission CCLI #631849. 

REQUEST FOR MEMBERSHIP 
Membership is an important spiritual step.  It is the beginning of an accountable and 
beneficial relationship with a church.  Sometimes it marks the first profession of faith 
in Christ.  Always it marks a recommitment to Christ and a sincere desire to serve 
Him.  We encourage you to prayerfully consider membership in First Baptist Church 
and to make your desire known through this card.  A member of the church staff will 
contact and help you. 
 

Name  
 
Birth date (month)    (day)      (year)      (age) 
 
Address 
City/State/Zip 
 
 
Phone   (H)       (W)        (C) 
 
E-mail 
 

I desire membership: 
 I have received Christ as Savior. 
 I want to receive Christ as Savior. 
 I am a member of a church of another denomination. 
 I am a member of a Baptist church and 
        want to transfer my membership. 

Thank you staff, deacons, Sunday School lead-
ers, committee members for giving our fellow-
ship a strong start to the 2009 Stewardship  Cam-
paign.  212 cards (representing 348 adults) 
have already been returned.  The campaign 
continues today with every member/ every family 

and friend encouraged to return a commitment card in the of fering plate, 
to the church office, or on -line.   
 

CALENDAR: 
November 15 Campaign continues (Marathon) 
November 22 Campaign concludes (we hope to 100% by Thanksgiving)  

 

For more information or to respond on -line, go to www.fbcsa.org/alltogether .   

Thank you for your prayerful/sacrificial support.  

 
 
 

This Is The Christ!  A Christmas Revelation 
Christmas at First tickets are available at the ticket tables located in both 
Unity and Great Halls from (Sundays) 9 - 9:30 AM, 10:30 -11 AM,   
12 - 12:30 PM, 5:30 ï 6 PM, and Wednesdays from  5:30 - 6 PM.  Please 
limit the complimentary tickets to a total of 10 per person.  A Christmas at 
First love gift offering will be received throughout November and December 
to assist in off-setting expenses so that this presentation remains free to all 
who would attend.  

 NOVEMBER 15, 2009 · 11:00 AM 
    
The Ministry of the Church  Larry Soape 
 
Prelude “We Gather Together” arr. Dean 
 Letha Crouch, organ 

 
Choral Exaltation “The Mighty Power of God” Hayes 
 The Sanctuary Choir 

 

I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise. 
That spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; 
The moon shines full at His command and all the stars obey. 
Their luminous display reflects the power of God, the goodness of God. 
 

The heavens are telling the glory of God! 
The heavens are telling the story,  
The whole earth is filled with His glory, 
The heavens are telling the glory of God! 
 

There’s not a plant or flower below but makes Your glories known. 
And clouds arise and tempests blow by order from Your throne. 
While all that borrows life from You is ever in Your care, 
And everywhere that we can be, O God, You’re present there; 
We joyously declare the power of Your love! 
 

The Word of God  Stephen Carrell 
 

Worship Leader: But thanks be to God, Who always puts us on display in 
Christ, and spreads through us in every place the scent of 
knowing Him.  For to God we are the fragrance of Christ 
among those who are being saved and among those who 
are perishing. 

 

Worshipers: For we are not proclaiming ourselves but Jesus Christ 
as Lord. 

 

Worship Leader: My eager expectation and hope is that I will not be 
ashamed about anything, but that now as always, with all 
boldness, Christ will be highly honored in my body, 
whether by life or by death. 

 

Worshipers: Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, standing firm in one spirit, with one mind, 
working side by side for the faith of the gospel. 

 
Hymn 338 “How Firm a Foundation” FOUNDATION 

v1-all, v2-ladies, v3-men, v4-all 
 

Prayer   Julie Webster 
 
Pastoral Welcome   
 
The Children’s Message  Pastor 
 
Congregational Song “Before the Throne of God Above” Bancroft 

 

Before the throne of God above I have a strong and perfect plea. 
A great High Priest Whose name is Love, Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on His hands, my name is written on His heart. 
I know that while in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depart. 
 
When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of the guilt within,  
Upward I look and see Him there Who makes an end to all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free. 
For God the just is satisfied to look on Him and pardon me. 

http://www.fbcsa.org/alltogether

