
 

 

November 22, 2009  11:00 AM 

“Better Than Goodbye: 
God’s People and the Age to Come” 

         11:00 
 
 
Welcome to First Baptist Church.  We are glad you chose to worship with us today.  To help 
minister to you, please fill out this form and place it in the offering plate. 
Today’s date 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms) 
  

   Single     Married Birthday/Year   Age 

Address        Apt No. 

City/State       Zip 
 

Phone:  (H) (W)  E-mail 

 

Please check grades or ages of children living at home. 
Preschool:  under 2  2 yrs.  3 yrs.  4 yrs.  5 yrs. 

Children:  1st grade  2nd grade  3rd grade 

  4th grade  5th grade  6th grade 

Students:  7th grade  8th grade  9th grade  10th grade 

  11th grade  12th grade  College (19-24 yrs.) 

 I am visiting from out-of-town 

 I am seeking a church home 

 I would like to become a member of First Baptist Church.  Please contact me. 

 I would welcome further contact via   e-mail  phone  personal visit 

T. Don Guthrie 
SENIOR PASTOR 

 

Stephen T. Carrell 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, WORSHIP AND MUSIC 

 

Scott R. Lane 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, STUDENTS AND VENTURE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

R. Bryan Richardson 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, SINGLES, 

SMALL GROUPS, AND PASTORAL MINISTRIES 
 

Larry D. Soape 
INTERIM ASSOCIATE PASTOR, 

EDUCATION, MINISTRY, AND OUTREACH 
 

Charles L. Wedge 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, 

ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATIONS 
 

Richard B. Grant 
MINISTER, PASTORAL CARE AND SENIOR ADULTS 

 

Charlyne Bryant 
DIRECTOR, CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

 

Glen F. Cameron 
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES 

 

Tobey J. Cleek 
DIRECTOR OF PRESCHOOL MINISTRIES 

 

Boun Phommachanh 
LAOTIAN LANGUAGE MINISTER 

 

René De Alejandro 
SPANISH LANGUAGE MINISTER 

 

Rick Evans 
SINGLES (40’S AND BETTER) MINISTRY SPECIALIST  

 

John Bell 
SINGLES (20’S-30’S) MINISTRY SPECIALIST 

 

Chris Lair 
DIRECTOR, MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Marynne Hildreth 
DIRECTOR, FIRST LEARNING CENTER 

 

Sheila Jennette 
DIRECTOR, FINANCIAL SERVICES 

 
We gather this morning from all 
parts of this great city, connected 
by a common love for Jesus Christ 
and a contagious joy that we 
have discovered in Him. 
 
Ours is historic faith.  For 149 
years, this congregation has added 
our songs and service to those who 
for 2000 years have called Jesus 
Christ, Lord. 
 
We are experiencing new life.  In 
recent days, God has revived our 
congregation and given us fresh 
vision and new enthusiasm.  We 
welcome you to join us as God leads 
you to become part of this growing 
family. 
 
The card below is intended for use 
by our guests.  We want to know 
you. 
 
Thanks for coming today. 
 

Don Guthrie, Pastor 

“I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked,  
but rather that they turn from their ways and live.”   

(Ezekiel 33:11) 
 

“Not my preacher, not my teacher, but it’s me oh, Lord,  
standing in the need of prayer.”   

(Gospel Song) 
 

 
 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  Welcome to First Baptist Church!  The pastor, staff 
and members of First Baptist Church thank God for you and for your love for Christ.  
You are high on our list of “things to be thankful for”.  May our hearts turn with 
gratitude toward God this week as we celebrate. 
 
CHURCH CONFERENCE TONIGHT.  No evening worship.  We will give our 
attention to the affairs of this congregation.  All members are encouraged to attend – 
6 PM, Fellowship Hall. 
 
BAPTISM ORIENTATIONS.  If you are interested in being baptized in the next 
few months, you are invited to attend one of two orientation meetings.  Today, Bryan 
Richardson leading or December 6, Don Guthrie leading.  Meet in the Conference 
Room at 5 PM. 
 
ALL TOGETHER…LIVING A LASTING LOVE.  Thank you for your strong 
support of the 2009 Stewardship Campaign.  As we come to the last two weeks, we 
have received prayer commitments from 569 members.  Great progress!  We still need 
you!  Will you sign a card today or call the church office (Margaret, 226-0363)? 
 
“CHRISTMAS AT FIRST”.  “This Is the Christ… A Christmas Revelation” Sunday, 
December 13, 2009, 5:30 PM and 7:15 PM.   Once again, the majestic and glorious 
sounds of Christmas will fill the Sanctuary of First Baptist as choirs of children, youth, 
and adults will present the music which tells of the birth of Jesus Christ.  A symphony   
orchestra will punctuate these profound carols as the story of redemption is revealed 
through the birth of the Savior, Jesus Christ.  Bring a family member, a friend, a 
neighbor, who needs to hear the story of “The Christ.” 
 
PROVERTY SIMULATION TODAY.  Sleeping bags in the Courtyard this 
morning? ...the final hours of a poverty simulation project, young adults experiencing 
the reality of being “on the street.”  Thank you, young leaders, for your passion and 
your compassion.   
 
FBC HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: 

November 25 No Wednesday activities 
November 29 Hanging of the Green, 6 PM 
December 4 Children/Preschool Christmas Party, 10 AM 
December 6 Children’s Choir Program 
December 13 “Christmas at First”, 5:30 and 7:15 PM 
December 18 Youth Christmas Party 
December 19 Christmas Care/Angel Tree 
December 24 Christmas Eve Memorial, 5 PM 
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Lord’s Supper, 5:30 PM 

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:  November 15 – Dorothy Robbins (Homebound); 
Maria Fuentes (Preschool worker) 
 
READING THE BIBLE TOGETHER.  This week, in preparation for next Sunday, 
please read and reflect on 2 Thessalonians 2:1-16. 
 
 
 
 

515 McCullough Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78215 

(210) 226-0363 
 



 

 

The Children’s Message  Pastor 
 
Hymn of Thanksgiving 74  
  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” ST. ANNE 

v1-all, v2-ladies, v3-men, v4&5-all 
Testimony of Gratitude  Jennie and Roddy Baker 
 
 
Choral Message “Oh, How Abundant” Hamilton 

The Sanctuary Choir 
 

Oh, how abundant is Your goodness, O Lord, unto me. 
 

You, Who are high above all nations, 
And yet forgive me my transgressions, 
Oh, how abundant is Your goodness, O Lord, unto me. 
 

How excellent is Your loving kindness, O God, my God! 
For Your mercy is great unto the heavens,  
And Your truth reaches unto the skies! 
 

Oh, how abundant is Your goodness,  
How boundless Your mercy unto me. 
 

Morning Message “Better Than Goodbye: Bryan Richardson 
God’s People and the Age to Come” 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 
 
Decision Hymn 406 “The Solid Rock” SOLID ROCK 

  
Offertory “Look at the World” Rutter 

The Sanctuary Choir 
 
Church Ministry Conference  Scott Senter 
 
Presentation of Decisions   Richard Grant 
 
Life Together!  Don Guthrie 
 
Going Out Together “The Doxology” OLD 100TH 
  

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Postlude “Toccata on Old Hundredth”  Lau 
__________________________________ 

 
 

Seth Nelson  Laurie Wilson 
Organist  Pianist 

 
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 

Terrell Rogers 
by Gerry, Terry, Dennis, and Jill. 
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Worship at the Season of Thanksgiving 
 

Preparation for Worship  Larry Soape 
 
Prelude “Festival March on St. George” Fletcher 

 

Portrait of Faith Believer’s Baptism Boun Phommachanh 
 
Choral Exaltation “Praise God!” Bock 
 The Sanctuary Choir 

 
Hymn 637 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR 
 
A Litany of Gratitude  Stephen Carrell 
 

Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord, our Rock, our Fortress, and 
our Deliverer. Let us remember His mercy, for He is gracious 
and compassionate.  

 

People: We thank you for calling us to faith in Christ, for putting 
your Spirit within us, for giving us the mind of Christ, for 
gathering us into Your church.  

 

Leader: We thank you, Lord, for extending Your grace to us, for calling 
us to a life of gratitude, for calling us to service in Your kingdom.  

 

All:  Thanks be to God!  
 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, for He satisfies the thirsty, He fills 
the hungry with good things, and He heals the afflicted. Let us 
celebrate His abundant goodness.  

 

People:  We thank You, gracious Father, that You provide for all our 
needs, for the food on our tables, for the clothes on our 
bodies, for the beds we sleep in, and for the dwellings that 
shelter us.  

 

Leader:  We praise You for all Your gifts that go beyond our basic needs, 
for the things that make our work easier, for the conveniences 
of modern life, for the beauty and pleasure that You bring into 
our lives. 

 

All:  Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving   Tony Diamond 
 
Response  “Give Thanks” Smith 

 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One; 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. (repeat) 
 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong;”  
Let the poor say, “I am rich,”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us. (repeat) 
 

Give thanks! 

Morning Worship telecast live on KSAT-TV 

“Touching lives through television for over thirty years.” 
 

   Song lyrics are reprinted by permission CCLI #631849. 

REQUEST FOR MEMBERSHIP 
Membership is an important spiritual step.  It is the beginning of an accountable and 
beneficial relationship with a church.  Sometimes it marks the first profession of faith 
in Christ.  Always it marks a recommitment to Christ and a sincere desire to serve 
Him.  We encourage you to prayerfully consider membership in First Baptist Church 
and to make your desire known through this card.  A member of the church staff will 
contact and help you. 
 

Name  
 
Birth date (month)    (day)      (year)      (age) 
 
Address 
City/State/Zip 
 
 
Phone   (H)       (W)        (C) 
 
E-mail 
 

I desire membership: 
 I have received Christ as Savior. 
 I want to receive Christ as Savior. 
 I am a member of a church of another denomination. 
 I am a member of a Baptist church and 
        want to transfer my membership. 

 

Congratulations and thank you for 

your work this past weekend, and 

for a creative, flexible response to 

a ministry opportunity!  The first ever, FBC Saturday night  

contemporary worship service  was well-attended.  Nearly 400 

people, a great spirit and a very meaningful decision service.  The 

Sun day morning traditional worship service  was also well-

attended and shouted the strength of your love for Christ.  We 

worshipped with the FBC International congregation.  We hosted many 

guests from BSF International.  Taken together, we had more people in 

worship this past Sunday than any Sunday since September.  Rock on, 

FBC!  We are proud of you! 

MINISTRY  

TO  

MARATHONERS  


