We gather this morning from all
parts of this great city, connected
by a common love for Jesus Christ
and a contagious joy that we
have discovered in Him.

Ours is historic faith. For 149
years, this congregation has added
our songs and service to those who
for 2000 years have called Jesus
Christ, Lord.

We are experiencing new life. In
recent days, God has revived our
congregation and given us fresh
vision and new enthusiasm. We
welcome you to join us as God leads
you to become part of this growing
family.

The card below is intended for use
by our guests. We want to know
you.

Thanks for coming today.
Don Guthrie, Pastor

minister to you, please fill out this form and
Today’s date
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Welcome to First Baptist Church. We are glad you chose to worship with us today. To help
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T. Don Guthrie
SENIOR PASTOR

Stephen T. Carrell
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, WORSHIP AND MUSIC

Scott R. Lane
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, STUDENTS AND VENTURE
SUNDAY SCHOOL

R. Bryan Richardson
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, SINGLES,
SMALL GROUPS, AND PASTORAL MINISTRIES

Larry D. Soape
INTERIM ASSOCIATE PASTOR,
EDUCATION, MINISTRY, AND OUTREACH

Charles L. Wedge
ASSOCIATE PASTOR,
ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATIONS

Richard B. Grant
MINISTER, PASTORAL CARE AND SENIOR ADULTS

Charlyne Bryant
DIRECTOR, CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Glen F. Cameron
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES
Tobey J. Cleek
DIRECTOR OF PRESCHOOL MINISTRIES

Boun Phommachanh
LAOTIAN LANGUAGE MINISTER

René De Alejandro
SPANISH LANGUAGE MINISTER

Rick Evans
SINGLES (40'S AND BETTER) MINISTRY SPECIALIST
John Bell
SINGLES (20°’S-30’S) MINISTRY SPECIALIST

Chris Lair
DIRECTOR, MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS

Marynne Hildreth
DIRECTOR, FIRST LEARNING CENTER

Sheila Jennette
DIRECTOR, FINANCIAL SERVICES

11:00

place it in the offering plate.

Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms)

O Single O Married Birthday/Year Age
Address Apt No.
City/State Zip
Phone: (H) (W) E-mail

O I am visiting from out-of-town
O I am seeking a church home

O I would welcome further contact via
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Please check grades or ages of children living at home.

Preschool: 0 under 2 3 2yrs. 3 s yrs. O 4 yrs. 3 5 yrs.
Children: O 1st grade O 2nd grade O 3srd grade

O 4th grade O 5th grade O 6th grade
Students: [ 7th grade O sth grade O 9th grade O 10th grade

O 11thgrade O 12thgrade O College (19-24 yrs.)

O I would like to become a member of First Baptist Church. Please contact me.

O e-mail O phone O personal visit
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“The biggest difference I can see is that city people always think that this year
has to be better than last year. If they don’t get a raise, acquire something new,
or find themselves better off; they think they are failures.

Farm folks look at things a bit differently. We know there are going to be good
years and bad years. We can’t control the weather, we can’t prevent a bad crop.
So, we make up our minds to work hard and to take what comes.”

-- Terry Muck (describing the difference between city people and farm folks)

“Despair is presumptuous.
It says something about the future we have no right to say.”
--John Claypool
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WELCOME TO FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH! A place to look for God. “Seek
the Lord while he may be found.” Welcome to every hungry heart.

LUKE: GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY! You're invited to begin, today, an
18-week study of the gospel of Luke. Week by week studies will take us through
Easter Sunday morning. Rich, rewarding investment! Study guides are available
in Sunday School or in the church office. In preparation for December 13, read
Luke 1:26-56.

TONIGHT: Children’s Christmas Choir Concert, 6 PM — Sanctuary.

“CHRISTMAS AT FIRST” — December 13, 5:30 and 7:15 PM. Please return
any unused tickets today! If you do not have a ticket, we encourage you to come.
Most years there are seats available after those with tickets are admitted. If you
have tickets, please make every effort to be on time for the performance. Thank
you, Choir, for this annual presentation. Please note special offering envelopes to
assure that we continue to give this gift to our city without charge.

VOLUNTEER FOR CHRISTMAS CARE! Table in Unity Hall. Food delivery
(and Angel Tree) Saturday, December 19. Food donations are still needed!

- MEMORIAL SERVICE. Holidays can be hard for those who are experiencing
grief. In an effort to help, First Baptist Church observes a meaningful memorial
service at 5 PM Christmas Eve before the candlelight Lord’s Supper. Please call
the church office (Dawn, 226-0363) if you would like to light a candle to honor the
memory of someone you love.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT LORD’S SUPPER - 5:30, December 24.
You and your family are invited to participate with our Christian family this
glorious Christmas tradition.

JANUARY 2010 STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS. What is the Lord’s
direction for our church? How can we best serve Him? Saturday, January 16 —
Sunday School leadership; January 28 — Deacons; January 30 — all members.
Listening sessions sponsored by Staff and Strategic Planning Committee.
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San Antonio, Texas 78215
(210) 226-0363

d

FIRST BAPTIST

SAN ANTONIO
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IS TO FOLLOW OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST, AND TO LEAD ALL OTHERS
TO A JOYFUL LIFE WITH HIM.

/)\:D » i
J(/{/// d CFleerricire
“Ready for Christmas”
December 11, 2009+ 11:00 AM
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FIRST BAPTIST

SAN ANTONIO

DECEMBER 6, 2009  11:00 AM
The Second Sunday of Advent

Prelude “Variations on Mendelssohn” arr. Linker
Choral Exaltation “The Glorias of Christmas” Hamilton
The Sanctuary Choir
Carol 88 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” MENDELSSOHN
Pastoral Prayer and Welcome Rene De Alejandro
The Children’s Message The Advent Wreath Pastor
The Angel’s Candle
Congregational Carol “Joy Has Dawned” Getty/Townend
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l.Joy  has dawned up - on the world, prom -ised from cre - a-tion—
2. 8ounds of  won - der  fill the  sky  with  the songs ol an-gels
3. Som of A - dam, Son  of heavin, giv - en  as 4 ransony
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God's sal - va - tion now un - furled. hope  for ev - 'rv na - tion.
as the might - ¥y  Prince of  Life shel - ters in a sta - ble
rec - on - ¢il - ing  God and man, Christ, our might - ¥ cham-pion!
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Not with fan - farcs from a - bove, not  with seenes of glo - 1y,

Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in dark-ness,
What a  Sav -or! What a Frnend!  What  a  glo- rious my-st'ry!
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but a  hum-ble gift  of love Je - sus born of  Ma-ry.
cling now t© a moth - er's breat, vul - n'ra - ble and help-less.

Once a  habe in  Beth - le - hem, now the Lord ol  his-try.
Carol 100 “Angels We Have Heard on High” GLORIA
Message in Song “Gesu Bambino” Yon

Rose Christian, soloist; Joe Gonzales, guitar

When blossoms flowered 'mid the snow
Upon a winter night

Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose,
The King of Love and Light.

The angels sang, the shepherds sang,
The grateful earth rejoiced,

And at His blessed birth the stars
Their exultation voiced.

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

Again the heart with rapture glows

To greet the holy night

That gave the world its Christmas Rose,
Its King of Love and Light.

Let every voice acclaim His name,
The grateful chorus swell,

From paradise to earth He came
That we with Him might dwell.

Don Guthrie

Morning Message

“Ready for Christmas”
Luke 1:5-7; 11-17

Decision Hymn 484 “Higher Ground” HIGHER GROUND
Oftertory “Joy to the World” arr. Wilberg
The Sanctuary Chotr

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King!
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns: let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground:
He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love.

The Ministry of the Church Bryan Richardson

Presentation of Decisions Richard Grant
Life Together! Larry Soape
Going Out Together “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” GLORIA
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Postlude “Angels We Have Heard on High” arr. Bock
Seth Nelson Laurie Wilson
Organist Pianist

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Hazel Anderson
by Chaplain Bruce D. Anderson.

Today’s vestibule flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
John Parshall, Sr.,
by his wife, Grace, and their children and grandchildren.

Morning Worship telecast live on KSAT-TV
“Touching lrves through television for over thirty years.”

Song lyrics are reprinted by permission CCLI #631849.

Holiday Calendar

First Baptist Church opportunities f
friendship circle can you include in these family of faith activities?

December 6 Childrenés Christmas Cho
December 13 Christmas Care Donations

December13 A Chri st mas at First
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December 18 Christmas Care Packing Party
December 19  Christmas Care and Angel Tree delivery
December 20 Carols and Candlelight, 6 PM

December 23  No Wednesday activities

December 24  Memorial Service, 5 PM
Christmas Eve Candl eligh

December 27  Regular Schedule

No PM Service

December 30 No Wednesday activities

REQUEST FOR MEMBERSHIP
Membership is an important spiritual step. It is the beginning of an accountable and
beneficial relationship with a church. Sometimes it marks the first profession of faith
in Christ. Always it marks a recommitment to Christ and a sincere desire to serve
Him. We encourage you to prayerfully consider membership in First Baptist Church
and to make your desire known through this card. A member of the church staff will
contact and help you.

Name

Birth date (month) _ (day) (year) ——— (age)

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (H) (W) (©)

E-mail

I desire membership:

I have received Christ as Savior.

I want to receive Christ as Savior.

[ am a member of a church of another dgnomination. »~ g
[ am a member of a Baptist church andl p20L0L” 2/ /[,1/(, ,,(r/((,//

want to transfer my membership.
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