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�³�7�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V��hand was with them and a great number of people  
�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���D�Q�G���W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���/�R�U�G���´�������$�F�W�V�������������� 

 

Reading the Bible requires 
�L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�«��not that we 
�³�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�´���W�K�H���W�U�X�W�K�����E�X�W���L�I���W�K�H��
words are to have power , they 
must become pictures  (mental).   

 
Acts 11 is an example.  What does 
�L�W���P�H�D�Q�"�����³�7�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V��hand  was 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P�«�´�����:�K�D�W���V�K�D�S�H�V���L�Q���\�R�X�U��
�P�L�Q�G�«�D���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���K�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���K�R�O�G�V��
�E�D�F�N���W�K�H���I�R�U�F�H�V���R�I���G�D�U�N�Q�H�V�V�«�D��
strong grip that pulls a person up 
�R�X�W���R�I���G�H�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�U���G�H�V�S�D�L�U�«�D��
steady hand that allows us to walk 
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���V�W�X�P�E�O�L�Q�J�«�D���Q�D�L�O-scarred 
�K�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���U�H�P�L�Q�G�V���X�V���R�I���&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V��
sacrificial love?  All of the above? 

 
�7�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V���K�D�Q�G���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���Z�L�W�K��
us at First Baptist Church  
during the past days.  There is a 
new energy and growth in Sunday 
School, the staff is working  

together as a team, there have 
been many new members, a 
con�V�H�Q�V�X�V���E�X�G�J�H�W���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�«�L�W�¶�V���D��
chapter of great hope.   
 

Sesquicentennial Celebration.   
2010 will be a year of preparation 
for our 150 th year as a congrega-
tion.  (January 20, 1861, was just 
10 days before Texas seceded 
from the Union at the beginning of 
the American Civil War.  It was 
one month before Abraham  
Lincoln became the 11th President 
of the United States.)  We are 
planning to prepare for our  
birthday celebration with a series 
of service projects in our city.  It 
will be our way of saying thank 
you to the Lord for His grace and 
to our city for letting us be a part 
of its amazing life.  We are  
working on details.  I am counting 
on your help.  

October is church staff  
appreciation month.    
The Personnel Committee will 
sponsor a lunch.  I hope you will 
send a note or make a point to 
express your gratitude for the 
ministers, the administrative 
assistants, directors, members of 
our custodial, food service, or 
�F�K�X�U�F�K���F�K�L�O�G�F�D�U�H���V�W�D�I�I�������,�¶�P���S�U�R�X�G��
of them.  I know you are.  
 
The world is full of willing  
peo�S�O�H���´���V�D�L�G���5�R�E�H�U�W���)�U�R�V�W�����³�V�R�P�H��
willing to work, the rest willing to 
�O�H�W���W�K�H�P���´�����0�D�\���W�K�H���/�R�U�G���P�D�N�H���X�V��
all part of the first group.  
 
�,�¶�O�O���V�H�H���\�R�X���6�X�Q�G�D�\�������,�W���O�R�R�N�V���O�L�N�H��
it is going to be a great day!  
 
Don 
 
 


