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A Future and A Hope 
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disaster, to give you a future and a 
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the future.  Hope is something that 
He never intends us to live without.  
No matter how discouraging the 
secular news may be, those who 
wait on the Lord can live with con-
fident expectation �R�I���W�R�P�R�U�U�R�Z�¶�V��
blessing. 
 

The people of First Baptist Church 
are moving toward the future.  At the 
June  Business Meeting, I was en-
couraged by the strong support for a 
new staff position, Minister to Mar-
�U�L�H�G���<�R�X�Q�J���$�G�X�O�W�V���������¶�V���������¶�V�������¶�V��- 
both Core and Venture Sunday 
Schools).  I will be glad as the Lord 
guides a person to us who will lead 
and love this dynamic and growing 

part of our fellowship.  As part of this 
staff design, the position currently 
held by Larry Soape will also have 
more direct responsibilities for Me-
dian and Senior Adults.  I believe 
great days are ahead. 
 

The news from the CTV Committee 
is future-focused, as well.  Concep-
tual drawings for a Broadway sign 
and parking lot improvement were 
well received at the same confer-
ence.  For years we have been dedi-
cated to restoring our facilities to 
excellence and beauty.  It speaks of 
our love for God.  The parking lots 
are long overdue for our attention.  
In the next months we will work to-
gether to start this project and also 
to raise support for the vital building 
fund. 
 

A Higher Hope.  In 1 Corinthians 15, 
�3�D�X�O���V�D�\�V�����³�,�I���R�Q�O�\���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���O�L�I�H���Z�H��
have hope in Christ, we are to be 

�S�L�W�L�H�G���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���D�O�O���P�H�Q���´�����$�V���J�U�H�D�W��
as the present blessings of God 
are, they are nothing compared to 
the joy of eternity.  G. K. Chester-
�W�R�Q���V�D�L�G�����³�,�I���V�H�H�G�V���L�Q���W�K�H���E�O�D�F�N��
earth can turn into such beautiful 
roses, what might not the heart of 
man become in its long journey 
�W�R�Z�D�U�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�U�V�"�´�����:�K�D�W���D���J�U�H�D�W��
hope we have! 
 

With such assurance, it is a sin to 
�E�H���G�L�V�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G�������6�K�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���Z�H��
pray?  Should we believe?   
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and support.  My heart is filled with 
hope for you and for our church, 
and for a real repentance that will 
open the door for our nation and a 
new chapter of blessing. 
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