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(Ephesians 4:16) 

Coral.   If your summer vacation 

took you near salt water and if the 

�V�D�O�W���Z�D�W�H�U���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���R�L�O���L�Q���L�W����

maybe you were fortunate enough 

to see a coral reef. Millions of marine 

organisms living and dying in 

compact communities secreting (in 

life) calcium carbonate to form a 

hard skeleton, corals are a spiritual 

lesson in teamwork. The beauty and 

benefits of a coral reef rise from 

small contributions.  There are no 

celebrities.  Corals make their 

impact by working together.  
 

Church.   In James 2 the Bible talks 

�D�E�R�X�W���D���P�D�Q���Z�K�R���³�F�R�P�H�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H��

�D�V�V�H�P�E�O�\�´�������$���V�\�Q�R�Q�\�P���I�R�U���F�K�X�U�F�K����

assembly �± translates a word that 

�P�H�D�Q�V���³�W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�´�� 

(sunagoge), and points a path of 

spiritual possibility if a person is 

willing to give up his/her autonomy.  

�*�R�G�¶�V���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���H�D�F�K���R�I���X�V���L�V���I�D�P�L�O�\������

We have to belong to a group.  It is 

our only hope of effective service. 
 

Contribution .  But belonging to a 

�J�U�R�X�S���L�V�Q�¶�W���H�Q�R�X�J�K�������(�Y�H�U�\���P�H�P�E�H�U��

of a family must make a contribution .  

Like a coral reef, the church is built 

as each part does its work.  A 

�Z�L�G�R�Z�¶�V���P�L�W�H�«�D�Q���D�V�V�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�V���D��

�6�X�Q�G�D�\���6�F�K�R�R�O���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�«

�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���D���S�U�D�\�H�U���J�U�R�X�S�«�D��

�:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\���Q�L�J�K�W���U�H�K�H�D�U�V�D�O�«�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J��

�I�R�R�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���K�R�P�H�O�H�V�V�«�����1�R�Q�H���R�I��

these are huge by themselves.  All 

of them are huge in their aggregate 

effect.  It is the multiple, repeated 

contributions of individual members 

that make the body of Christ.  
 

In Exodus 3 God asked Moses, 

�³�:�K�D�W���L�V���L�Q���\�R�X�U���K�D�Q�G�"�´�����/�L�N�H���X�V����

Moses never dreamed that the 

sacrifice required of him would be 

so small and personal.  What God 

was asking was neither huge nor 

apparent in its usefulness.  Only in 

obedience did the significance of 

His sacrifice become clear. 
 

August (each year) the First 

Baptist Church team reorganizes 

for a new year of service.  We 

recommit ourselves to Sunday 

School, to choirs, to prayer teams, 

and volunteer ministries.  We 

check our hearts to see if we truly 

want to serve Jesus Christ and, if 

so, we find a place to make a 

contribution.  
 

�,�¶�P���F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�������,�W���L�V���D���J�U�H�D�W��

privilege to be your pastor in this 

present day of opportunity.  
 

�,�¶�O�O���V�H�H���\�R�X���6�X�Q�G�D�\�� 
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