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The Blessings of God 
�³�:�K�D�W���Z�H���G�R���Q�R�W���O�H�D�U�Q���L�Q���S�U�R�V�S�H�U�L�W�\���Z�H���Z�L�O�O���O�H�D�U�Q���L�Q���D�G�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���´ 

I am convinced that we are in a 
�S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H�������2�X�U��
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�����D�Q�G���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�«
�W�K�H���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�����W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�«
who can miss signals of His stern 
insistence that we relearn His 
path? 
 
�*�R�G�¶�V���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H���L�V���+�L�V���P�H�U�F�\������
�³�+�H���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H�V���X�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���P�D�\��
�V�K�D�U�H���+�L�V���K�R�O�L�Q�H�V�V���´���V�D�\�V���W�K�H��
writer of Hebrews (12:10).  
Added pressure is encourage-
ment for us to turn back to Him.  
With His discipline He also gives 
His blessing (added encourage-
ment).  
 
�,�¶�P���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���D�Z�D�U�H���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V��
blessings poured out on our 
fellowship.  Not the absence 
of pressure or opposition, not 
security in things, not ease  or 
success, rather a powerful path 
forward and the grace of God to 
�W�D�N�H���L�W�������³�+�L�V���O�R�Y�H�V���H�Q�G�X�U�H�V��

for�H�Y�H�U���´���V�D�\�V���W�K�H���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H����
even (especially) in times of 
discipline. 
 
It is a blessing that Larry Soape  
has been called to serve as an 
associate pastor of First Baptist 
Church (this is a permanent 
position���������/�D�U�U�\�¶�V���K�H�D�U�W�����Z�L�V��
dom, and family are a gift to us.)  
It is a blessing that the Lord has 
led us to a remarkable young 
man who will bring his family 
here at the end of September in 
view of a call as Minister to 
Young Marrieds .  It is a bless-
ing that God continues to provide 
the resources  we need for 
every act of faith.  Having just 
completed my part of the 2011 
Budget preparation �����,�¶�P���D�Z�D�U�H��
of how richly blessed we are as a 
fellowship.  It is a blessing from 
God that step-by-step we are 
making this bold progress on the 
deferred maintenance issues  

of our facilities.  The new 
windows  are going to make 
a huge difference in appear-
ance and utilities.  It is a bless-
ing that the Sesquicentennial 
Celebration  (January 22-23) is 
helping us appreciate the past 
and envision the future.  
 
These days (always) we have 
two choices.  We can focus on 
the difficultly or we can focus 
on a faithful God and His 
generous heart. 
 
�,�¶�P���F�K�R�R�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G�������,�W���L�V���D��
blessing that so many of you 
are choosing it with me.  Praise 
God from whom all blessings 
�I�O�R�Z�« 
 
�,�¶�O�O���V�H�H���\�R�X���6�X�Q�G�D�\�������,�W���O�R�R�N�V��
like it is going to be a great 
day! 
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