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A Livable Society: The Bible’s Vision for Marriage
1 Corinthians 7:1-10; 29-31

Marriage forms men and women into the kind of people who can seek the good of the human
race.


The weight of wisdom and the times in which we live
“Now for the matters you wrote about…” v. 1



The human body and the problem of power
“The wife does not have authority over her own body but yields it to her husband. In the
same way, the husband does not have authority over his own body but yields it to his
wife.” v. 4



The way of Jesus towards a livable society
“What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the time is short. From now on those who
have wives should live as if they do not…” v. 29

1 Corinthians 7:7-10; 29-30 (NIV)
1 Now for the matters you wrote about: “It is good for a man not to have sexual
relations with a woman.” 2 But since sexual immorality is occurring, each man should
have sexual relations with his own wife, and each woman with her own husband.
3 The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her
husband. 4 The wife does not have authority over her own body but yields it to her
husband. In the same way, the husband does not have authority over his own body
but yields it to his wife. 5 Do not deprive each other except perhaps by mutual
consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come
together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.
6 I say this as a concession, not as a command. 7 I wish that all of you were as I am.
But each of you has your own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that.
8 Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried,
as I do. 9 But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to
marry than to burn with passion. 10 To the married I give this command (not I, but
the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband.
29 What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the time is short. From now on those
who have wives should live as if they do not; 30 those who mourn, as if they did not;
those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were not
theirs to keep; 31 those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them.
For this world in its present form is passing.

