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Holiness and Hope

Daniel 1:1-2a, 3-5, 8-9, 17, 21


Decision



Disappointment



Devotion
8
For bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is profitable
for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the
life to come. 9 It is a trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance.
10
For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our
hope on the living God. 1 Timothy 4:8-10



Favor of God

____________________________
1 Corinthians 6:9-11
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom
of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous,
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.
Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified,
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the
Spirit of our God.

Scriptures for today’s sermon…
Daniel 1:1-2a, 3-5, 8-9, 17, 21
1
In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 The Lord gave
Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the vessels of
the house of God;
Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his [officials, to bring in
some of the sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the
nobles, 4 youths in whom was no defect, who were good-looking,
showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in
the king’s court; and he ordered him to teach them the literature and
language of the Chaldeans. 5 The king appointed for them a daily ration
from the king’s choice food and from the wine which he drank, and
appointed that they should be educated three years, at the end of which
they were to enter the king’s personal service.
3

But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the
king’s choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought
permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile
himself. 9 Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of
the commander of the officials,
8

As for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and intelligence in
every branch of literature and wisdom; Daniel even understood all kinds
of visions and dreams. 18 Then at the end of the days which the king had
specified for presenting them, the commander of the officials presented
them before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and out of
them all not one was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah;
so they entered the king’s personal service. 20 As for every matter of
wisdom and understanding about which the king consulted them, he
found them ten times better than all the magicians and conjurers who
were in all his realm. 21 And Daniel continued until the first year of Cyrus
the king.
17

