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Waking Up to the Dream: Joseph's Hard and Hopeful Life
Genesis 37:2-11, 23-24, 28; 39:1-4, 19-23
If God would show us what is ahead, he stands ready to grow
us to what is ahead.
"When God speaks to us, it does not prove that we are
righteous or even right. It does not even prove that we have
correctly understood what he said. The voice of God we seek
to hear...is only one part of a life of humility, power, faith,
and hopeful love whose final overall character is life with God
in the embrace of the everlasting arms." --Dallas Willard,

Hearing God


A life beyond today



Filling in the blanks



Ready for the real world

Genesis 37:2-11, 23-24, 28; 39:1-4, 19-23
2 This is the account of Jacob’s family line.
Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks
with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah,
his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report
about them.
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons,
because he had been born to him in his old age; and he
made an ornate robe for him. 4 When his brothers saw that
their father loved him more than any of them, they hated
him and could not speak a kind word to him.
5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers,
they hated him all the more. 6 He said to them, “Listen to
this dream I had: 7 We were binding sheaves of grain out
in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright,
while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down
to it.”
8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us?
Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more
because of his dream and what he had said.
9 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his
brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this
time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down
to me.”
10 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father
rebuked him and said, “What is this dream you had? Will
your mother and I and your brothers actually come and
bow down to the ground before you?” 11 His brothers were
jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.
____________________________________________________
__
23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him
of his robe—the ornate robe he was wearing— 24 and they
took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was
empty; there was no water in it.
28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers
pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty
shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.
Chapter 39
1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an
Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of
the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken
him there.

2 The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he
lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 When his
master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord
gave him success in everything he did, 4 Joseph found favor
in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in
charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care
everything he owned.
19 When his master heard the story his wife told him,
saying, “This is how your slave treated me,” he burned with
anger. 20 Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison,
the place where the king’s prisoners were confined.
But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the Lord was
with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in
the eyes of the prison warden. 22 So the warden put Joseph
in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made
responsible for all that was done there. 23 The warden paid
no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the
Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he
did.

